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For this plan, or any modifications of it 
which may seem desirable, the commit- 
tee asks definite authorization in order 
that the work may be continued as rapidly 
as possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. Seymour Thompson, 
For the Committee on Library Administra- 
tion. 

Motion being duly made, the report was 
accepted and it was voted that the print- 
ing of the information be on the subscrip- 
tion basis and under the auspices of the 
A. L. A. Publishing Board. 
Mu7iicipal Reference Division for Library 
of Congress 

Mu. S. H. Ranck: I recommend that we 
endorse the recommendation of the Na- 
tional Municipal League 1 — that was not 



1 See paper by Mr. Ranck, p. 23, column 2. 



acted upon — recommending that steps 
should be taken at once to bring the matter 
to the attention of the members of 
Congress. The recommendation of the 
League is as follows: 

"Your committee, therefore, recommends 
that the National Municipal League should 
take steps at once to bring this matter to 
the attention of members of Congress and 
urge upon them the desirability of grant- 
ing to the Library of Congress a special 
appropriation sufficient to enable it to 
establish a municipal reference division to 
serve as a central co-operating agency for 
the municipal reference libraries and 
similiar organizations of the entire coun- 
try." 

Mr. Chairman, I move that this Council 
endorse this recommendation of the Na- 
tional Municipal League. 

This motion was seconded and after a 
brief discussion carried. 

Adjourned sine die. 



LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 



The thirteenth annual meeting of the 
League of Library Commissions was held 
at the Hotel La Salle, Chicago, December 
30-31, 1915. There were present one or 
more representatives from the library 
commissions or extension departments of 
Alabama, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New York, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin, and the attendance 
at each session, including many other li- 
brary workers, averaged about 75. 

First Session 
The first session was held in the Rook- 
wood Room, Thursday afternoon with the 
president, Miss Fannie C. Rawson, Ken- 
tucky, in the chair. In the absence of 
the secretary, Miss Clara F. Baldwin, 
Minnesota, was appointed secretary pro 
tern. The minutes of the annual meeting 
at Berkeley were approved as printed in 
the A. L. A. Bulletin for July 1915. 
The president announced that according to 
changes in the constitution adopted at the 
Berkeley meeting, the midwinter meeting 
has now become the annual meeting, and 



the 1st and 2nd vice-presidents, secretary- 
treasurer and one member of the executive 
board were to be elected at the present 
meeting. She then appointed as a nominat- 
ing committee, Miss Robinson, Miss Tem- 
pleton, and Mr. Dudgeon. 

Rural Library Extension 

Miss Robinson read a paper on "Progress 
of rural library extension work in the 
U. S. and good laws for county and town- 
ship extension," confining the discussion to 
a resum6 of existing laws and their opera- 
tion and the essentials of a good working 
county library law. She called upon repre- 
sentatives of states having a county law to 
give (1) a brief outline of the law, stating 
whether it is the original law or amended, 
and how long it has been in operation. (2) 
Whether or not it is satisfactory or what 
changes would seem advisable. (3) The 
number of libraries operating under the 
law and how long they have done so. 

After brief summaries of their respec- 
tive county laws by those present, and a 
review of the laws of other states by Miss 
Robinson, she submitted for discussion the 
following: 
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Suggested Provision for a Good County 
Law 

Support — Tax levy adequate for main- 
tenance — exempting towns with free public 
libraries. 

Government — Library board (5 or 7) 
selected from residents of the county by 
county officers — for a stated term (3 to 5 
years) or a contract with an established 
library. 

Power of Library Board — Should be 
clearly defined. 

Initiative — By county (or township) 
officers with or without a petition signed 
by a majority of resident taxpayers. 

Location — County seat or elsewhere. 

Building — By tax or gift. Erection in 
hands of library board. 

Period of Existence— Terminated only by 
majority vote of taxpayers, and definite 
terms by contract. 

Extent of Service — Whole or part of a 
county, another county — excepting com- 
munities with public libraries established. 

Method of Service — Direct loan, branches, 
stations, schools, libraries, book wagons, 
etc. 

Librarian — Qualifications required open 
to discussion, but appointment and removal 
should rest with library board, and regular 
reports required to library board and state 
library commission. 

Operation — Even with best possible law 
the help of Commissions is needed to give 
information, arouse interest and promote 
county library projects. 

Commission Helps in Boole Selection 

Mr. Henry N. Sanborn, Indiana, read a 
paper on "Commission helps in book selec- 
tion." There seem to be but two ways in 
which a commission can aid in book selec- 
tion; directly by supervision or actual 
choice for the individual library and in- 
directly by distribution of lists and gen- 
eral advice, or by instruction. 

The direct methods are so individual 
that they cannot be profitably discussed. 
The great advantage of direct aid is, of 
course, that it gives the state some control 



of the book selection, and this is obviously 
important in the case of fiction. If Com- 
missions could double the money spent by 
the library for fiction on condition that 
only a certain per cent of the library's book 
fund should be spent for fiction and that 
the Commission should approve the list of 
all the fiction bought, we might do much 
to raise the standard. 

The indirect ways of helping in book 
selection are more numerous. The Com- 
mission bulletins, aside from any book lists 
they contain, are of first importance — a 
paragraph emphasizing some principle of 
book selection, such articles as Miss Robin- 
son's "Stretching a small book fund," out- 
lines for study, such as the apprentice 
course in the Wisconsin Bulletin, or out- 
lines for library institutes published in 
New York Libraries, cannot fail of good re- 
sults. The Commission may also serve in 
a negative way by giving warnings against 
inferior sets of books and series. The dis- 
trict meeting or library institute and the 
summer course are also most effective, 
through the close touch established with 
small and even larger libraries. The stu- 
dents naturally turn to the Commission for 
help in many matters, and almost every 
mail brings an inquiry about this book or 
that set. Distribution of special lists is 
another useful aid. In this connection, Mr. 
Sanborn deplored the unnecessary duplica- 
tion of lists which has prevailed and urged 
that as a League of Library Commissions 
more active co-operation should be under- 
taken. 

He then reviewed the development of the 
A. L. A. Booklist and compared it in scope 
and character with the special book-lists 
recently undertaken by several commis- 
sions. To ascertain whether the Booklist 
is fulfilling its purpose as an aid to small 
libraries, a questionnaire was sent to 
Indiana libraries and a tabulation of re- 
plies had been made. After a frank dis- 
cussion of the criticisms, the conclusion 
was reached that the Booklist is the best 
solution of the Commission problem of 
furnishing help in book selection; that 
while not perfect, it is admirably satisfy- 
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ing the needs of the small library better 
than any other list and that it has been 
constantly growing and improving since its 
start. 

As a League of Library Commissions, we, 
if true to our name, must stand for co- 
operation. At the inception of the Booklist 
we pledged our support, with the tacit un- 
derstanding that any complaints should be 
made known to the Publishing Board, giv- 
ing them an opportunity to make recom- 
mended changes. Such recommendations 
have always been cordially received and 
often adopted, and the Publishing Board 
and editor will welcome criticism, if the 
Booklist is not meeting our needs. 

Miss May Massee, editor of the Booklist, 
followed with a clear presentation of the 
method of preparing the Booklist. The 
Publisher's Weekly and publishers' lists are 
checked. Titles under consideration are 
printed on galley sheets, which are sent to 
53 large libraries and library commissions. 
These are checked -f- or — and returned. 
These titles are also listed on cards, on 
which the votes as received are entered. 
The chief English and American reviews, 
and 100 special periodicals are indexed and 
abstracts of reviews filed with the cards, 
also the notes from libraries. There is a 
corps of 50 special readers. 

In the choice of fiction, it is obvious that 
no two persons can agree. There are per- 
haps a half dozen books in a month 
which we would all agree upon, but the 
rest are mediocre and it is a matter of 
selection. 

The note writing is done by three people, 
the exact phrases from library notes are 
used, and quotations from reviews when- 
ever possible. 

Miss Massee made a forceful plea for co- 
operation, since the Booklist is the only co- 
operative work of the A. L. A. as a whole, 
and as such its most Important work. It 
is furthermore the organ of communication 
between publishers and libraries, as pub- 
lishers are watching to see if their own 
books are included and also the type of 
books recommended. 

In the discussion that followed Miss 



Ahern gave a humorous account of a li- 
brary staff meeting, where new books were 
discussed, which bore out the contention 
that no two people could agree in the 
selection of fiction. 

Mr. Dudgeon explained that the Wis- 
consin Commission is still sending the 
Booklist to every library and urging its 
use, and that their own list was issued only 
to supplement the Booklist. 

Second Session 

The second session was held in the Ball 
Room, Hotel La Salle, Friday morning, 
December 31. Mr. Dudgeon opened the 
discussion on the U. S. Bureau of Educa- 
tion reading courses. He stated that Wis- 
consin had its own reading circle which the 
Commission had endorsed and for which 
it was supplying books. They were, how- 
ever, glad to co-operate with the Bureau 
of Education in furnishing books required 
as far as their resources would permit. 

Reports from several states showed that 
considerable interest was manifested in the 
lists and that the commissions were willing 
to supply the books and recommend their 
use. Miss Wilson, of Minnesota, urged 
that there was a great opportunity for 
work with teachers in small towns who 
had considerable leisure and few oppor- 
tunities for diversion. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
The reports of committees were then 
called for. 

No formal reports were made by either 
the Committee on Aid to New Commissions 
or the Publications Committee, but Mr. 
Watson stated that the former committee 
had been of some assistance to states se- 
curing new legislation and that the Publi- 
cations Committee had plans under way 
for providing material which will give a 
clear statement of method of procedure in 
establishing new Commissions and what 
can be accomplished with a definite sum of 
money. 

Foreign Boohs 
Miss Borresen presented the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Books for Traveling 
and Public Libraries. 
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The committee has made an effort to se- 
cure printed or type-written lists already 
compiled by public libraries and library 
commissions, to ascertain the names of 
compilers of these lists, and if possible 
formulate some plan for standardizing 
them and providing English annotations so 
that they would be useful to the small li- 
brary. In response to a circular letter 
-sent to 34 public libraries and 10 library 
commissions, a considerable amount of ma- 
terial had been received, including lists of 
books and addresses of compilers. A digest 
of the replies was appended to the report. 

Correspondence with Henry G. Leach, 
Secretary of the American Scandinavian 
Foundation, would indicate that assistance 
in Scandinavian lists may be hoped for 
from that source. 

The present condition of the foreign book 
market makes the printing of lists im- 
practicable at the present time, but the ma- 
terial collected by the committee was sub- 
mitted as a basis for future work. The re- 
port was accepted. 

In the discussion of the report Mr. 
Dudgeon expressed his opinion that printed 
lists were useless and that the urgent need 
was an authority who would be able to fur- 
nish- lists of additional titles needed to 
balance collections. 

Mr. Watson urged the need of books relat- 
ing to American history and institutions 
translated into foreign languages. Mr. 
Dudgeon moved that Mr. Watson be ap- 
pointed a committee of one to draft a 
resolution expressing the approval of the 
League of the printing of such publications. 
Carried. The president requested Mr. Wat- 
son to prepare the resolution for adoption 
before the close of the session. 

Study Outlines 

In the absence of Miss Bascom, chair- 
man of the Committee on Study Outlines, 
Mr. Wilson made a statement regarding 
the outlines now being published by the 
H. W. Wilson Co. He stated that the out- 
lines were in an experimental stage, and 
asked the experience of Commissions as to 
their usability. Upon motion, it was 
voted that this information be obtained 



through a questionnaire by mail, and 
further discussion was postponed. 

Carnegie Corporation 

Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr., presented his corre- 
spondence with the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York relating to the ten per cent 
requirement for maintenance of library 
buildings. While it was not deemed wise 
to raise the requirement, the Carnegie 
Corporation is glad to emphasize the fact 
that ten per cent is considered merely as a 
minimum, and has printed the correspond- 
ence with the League as a separate leaflet 
to be mailed as an enclosure with each 
promise of a library building hereafter 
made by the corporation, and to all li- 
braries which have heretofore received 
such buildings. 

Mr. Dudgeon moved that a committee of 
three be appointed to draft a resolution re- 
garding the Stevens bill, relating to fixing 
prices. The president appointed Mr. 
Dudgeon, Miss Templeton and Mr. Watson 
to report as soon as possible. 

Publicity 
Mr. Sanborn presented a communication 
from the Pacific Northwest Library Asso- 
ciation concerning a publicity expert for 
the A. L. A. Mr. Ranck explained that the 
Executive Board of the A. L. A. had 
already taken action on the matter, and had 
authorized a Publicity Survey, so that no 
further action was deemed necessary at 
this time. 

Aims and Achievements 

A talk on "Commission aims and achieve- 
ments" was given by J. I. Wyer, Jr. 

Heretofore library commission aims have 
been merely extensive. The effort has been 
for more libraries, more books, to reach 
more people. But hereafter commission 
aims will be increasingly less extensive 
and more intensive. This does not mean 
that the pioneer work is all done. But 
enough of the original pioneer work has 
been finished in some states not only to 
suggest a revision of earlier aims and 
methods, but to compel us to differentiate 
more and more sharply between valid 
methods in the different states. 
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These future commission aims must be 
more different in different parts of the 
country than is usually allowed or appre- 
ciated. Our major aims are of course 
similar in the large, but in the ways 
through which these aims are attained 
there is bound to be wide variation, and 
perhaps there ought to be more variation 
than there actually is. 

The future aims of library commissions 
will be (1) the unification of agencies for 
education and library extension. A recent 
instance is the establishment of a Board of 
Regents in North Dakota to supervise all 
the higher education institutions of the 
state. 

(2) A more active and specific effort to 
increase tax support for local libraries, 
through an active propaganda, which is a 
logical sequence to the earlier one for free 
public libraries. 

(3) A more thorough and effective or- 
ganization of libraries, including the adher- 
ence to legal formalities in organization, 
the requirement of legal reports, and ob- 
serving legal formalities if a library is 
closed. This thorough and effective or- 
ganization is often hindered or entirely pre- 
vented for lack of power. 

(4) A more effective and thorough 
reaching out and getting together of li- 
brary workers through institutes. The 
State Library Association should be asso- 
ciated with the Commission in such work. 

The achievements of library commissions 
have been detached and in the aggregate 
considerable and impressive and yet 
relatively and considered in connection 
with what yet calls to be done, slight. 
There are a few book wagons, a few thou- 
sand traveling libraries, but we have 
barely scratched the ground and are not 
even thoroughly agreed as to methods. 

One impressive and gratifying presenta- 
tion !>f commission achievements is shown 
by the statistics of libraries in commission 
vs. non commission states. 

Library commissions have steadily ad- 
vanced in public favor and appreciation, 
appropriations have steadily increased, li- 
braries, buildings, books, and traveling li- 



braries have multiplied prodigiously as a 
result of commission efforts. 

Stevens Bill 

Mr. Dudgeon, as chairman of the special 
committee on the Stevens bill submitted the 
following resolution which was adopted. 

Whereas, federal price fixing legislation 
is pending which may result in decreasing 
the number of books which can be placed 
at the disposal of the public through the' 
library thus seriously crippling an import- 
ant educational agency, 

And Whereas, we believe that clear 
reasons exist for placing books in a class 
apart from other merchandise and for dis- 
tinguishing between libraries which pur- 
chase large quantities of books in whole- 
sale quantities on the one hand and the 
individual who purchases a single book on 
the other, 

Resolved: That we protest against such 
legislation in its present form as unjust to 
the patrons of libraries and injurious to 
the educational welfare of the public and 
calling for an increased burden of taxation 
upon every community in the country sup- 
porting a public library or purchasing books 
for use in its schools. 

The committee also presented the follow- 
ing motion : That a committee of three be 
appointed by the chair to arrange a com- 
prehensive method of fully informing the 
commissions, the libraries and the de- 
partments of education of the respec- 
tive states as to pending federal price 
fixing legislation, making possible a 
protest from such libraries and commis- 
sions against such legislation as far as it 
affects the price of books to libraries that 
such committee be authorized to arrange 
for representation at hearings on such 
legislation and to incur expenses charge- 
able to the League of not to exceed $100. 
The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Watson submitted the following 
resolution : 

Books for Immigrants 

Resolved: That the League of Library 
Commissions urges the translation into 
foreign languages of books relating to the 
history, customs, government and institu- 
tions of this country, which are designed to 
meet the needs of immigrants who are with- 
out a knowledge of the English language 
and that the preparation of such books be 
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approved in case no suitable publications 
are now available. The resolution was 
adopted. 

Report of Nominating Committee 

Miss Robinson presented the following 
Report of the Nominating Committee: 

By change in the constitution of the 
League of Library Commissions at the 
Berkeley meeting the terms of office of the 
president and secretary were extended to 
two years, to expire on alternate years, the 
term of the secretary elected at that time 
to expire at this meeting. Three members 
of the League were added to the executive 
board with term of three years each, one of 
which expired at this time. The offices 
therefore to be filled to-day are, first and 
second vice-president for a term of one 
year, secretary-treasurer for two years, and 
member of the executive board for three 
years. 

Inasmuch as change in the time of the 
annual meeting has given to the officers re- 
tiring this year but a six-months term it 
has seemed wise to your nominating com- 
mittee to recommend that they be elected 
for the coming year with the exception of 
the secretary whose term must expire, and 
the first vice-president, which offices shall 
be exchanged. We would therefore nomi- 
nate for the vacancies for the coming year 
the following officers: 

First Vice-president — Miss Sarah B. 
Askew, New Jersey. 

Second Vice-president — Mrs. A. J. Bark- 
ley, Iowa. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Mr. Henry N. San- 
born, Indiana. 

Member of the Executive Board — Miss 
Anna May Price, Illinois. 

In making this recommendation for con- 
tinuation in office of the retiring officers 
your committee does not wish to be con- 
sidered as setting any precedent to be fol- 
lowed in succeeding years with changed 
conditions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JULIA A. ROBINSON, 
CHARLOTTE TEMPLETON, 
M. S. DUDGEON, 

Nominating Committee. 



The report was adopted, and the secre- 
tary cast the ballot for the officers as nomi- 
nated. 

Committee Appointments 

The president announced standing com- 
mittees as follows: 

Publications: Mr. Asa Wynkoop, New 
York; Mr. Henry N. Sanborn; Indiana; 
Miss Clara F. Baldwin, Minnesota. 

Committee on Aid to New Commissions: 
Mr. W. R. Watson, New York; Miss Julia 
A. Robinson, Iowa; Mrs. Minnie C. Bud- 
long, North Dakota. 

Committee on Books in Foreign Lan- 
guages for Traveling and Public Libraries: 
Miss J. Maud Campbell, Massachusetts; 
Miss Anna A. McDonald, Pennsylvania; 
Mr. M. S. Dudgeon, Wisconsin; and Miss 
Lilly M. E. Borresen, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

On motion, adjourned. 

CLARA F. BALDWIN, 
Acting Secretary. 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 

The A. L. A. School Libraries section met 
Friday afternoon and evening, December 
31, 1915, at Hotel La Salle, Chicago. The 
opening hour, for general reports and dis- 
cussion, was presided over by Miss Martha 
Wilson, in the absence of Miss Mary E. 
Hall, chairman of the section. About sixty 
were present for the afternoon. 

General Reports 

The treasurer's report showed $2.75 in 
the section treasury as a result of voluntary 
contributions of twenty-five cents per mem- 
ber at Berkeley. Three more contribu- 
tions were received at Chicago, making a 
total of $3.50. 

A greeting and message from Miss Hall 
was read by Miss Rachel Baldwin, of Brook- 
lyn. Miss Hall recounted the rapid growth 
of interest and activity in school libraries, 
evidenced by the recent successful meet- 
ings and exhibits in California, Illinois, 
Ohio, New Jersey, New York, New England 
and the South. Concerted effort was urged 
for the appointment of trained supervisors 



